INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

RLE I3 j ORIGINAL : NOT TO BE REMQVED

FROM FLES

STATE:

TR T T B AR e e Florida
. COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Leon
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

rr—

Peres McDougall House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Peres-Brokaw House

STREET ANDNUMBER!

329 N. Meridian

[ Okbkject ] Both {0 Being Considered [] Preservation work O Unrestricted

:
in progress &* Neo

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Tallahassee
STAETE copE |COUNTY: CoDE
Florida 12 Leon 073
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
{Check One) QWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
{] District & Building | Public Public Acquisition: B Occupied Yes:
[ site ] Structure X! Privote [ In Process [7] Unoccupied [[] Restricted

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate),

[T1 Agricultural ] Government ] Park [ Transportation [] Cemmants
[C}.Commercial I} industrial Privote Residence [J Other (Specity)

1 Educationa! [ Military [ Religious

] Entertainment [l Museum [ Scientific

WHNER'S N AME: 4
State Of Florida (Tallahassee Historic Preservation Board) yoa
STREET AND NUMBER: — P
329 North Meridian o
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE: ~opr | "
. jo 1}
Tallahassee Florida 12 v

. ‘ F DEEDS, ETC : {(2) Board Of a
(1) Leon County Courthouse - Tax Assessor's Office & Trusteep L'
STREET AND NUMBER: Internal Improvement Trust Fund ¢ 3
(1) Monroe Street (2) Elliot Building =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Tallahassee Florida 12
TI?:E OF SURVEY: g
Historic Buildings Survey for Florida Heritage Foundatiqn_a o
DATE OF SURVEY: 1959 [0 Federal [} State [&Count‘y [ Local 2 % '
DERPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g % '
Division of Archives, History & Records Management | |%|¢
STREET AND NUMBER: m
Department of State - The Capitol 2-
CITY CR TOWN: STATE: CODE =<
o
Tallahassee A?T' 12 »
EFILE "
ORIGIN AL PHOTGSTAFFiFOR

OTO(s) oR

MAP(S.



CONDITION

(Ch;ck One)
3] Excellent [ Goed ] Fair [} Deteriorated [ Ruins [C] Unexposed

{Check One) {Check Cne)
7] Altered X Unaltered ] Moved Original Site

E

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story house of wood frame construction is
built in Greek Revival style, and is in exeptionally
~good condition. Since its construction in the 1850's,
it has been continually occupied by descendants of
Peres Brokaw.

Peres Brokaw of New York acquired the property,
originally a portion of the Lafayette Grant, in the early
1850's. The house features Corinthian columns, massive
doors, cornices and bronze chandeliers which were brought
from New England via St. Marks. The house is of square
construction with a hipped roof which stretches across
the entire front with six fluted Corinthian columns
rising one-story to an architrave. On the second floor
level is a balustraded balcony which continues across
the entire front. The facade treatment of this house
has given the second story a distinctly diminished effect
as regards height. Below the windows are floor to ceiling
and pilastered on the tops and sides. The door has a
rectangular transom and two vertical sidelights and the
wall surface is flush siding. In contrast, the second
story windows are smaller, 6 over & sash, and shuttered
on the exterior. The clapboard construction is very
pronounced and pilasters have been placed at the
corners of the wall as well as on either side of the
balcony door. Sidelights flank this door and there is
an entablature above. Brackets with pendants project
from below the cornice at the roofline.

A graceful staircase leads to the bedrooms, each
of which at one time had an adjoining dressing room.
These dre551ng rooms have‘now been converted to bath-
"rooms and closets.

The’ surroundlﬁgﬂiaéd is exceptionally well main-
tained as evidenceéd by~ an abundance of flowering shrubs
and trees planted many years ago. The gardens continue
to attract numerous persons to the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Peres McDougall House is architecturally
significant since it represents an outstanding
example of the Classic Revival style, and because its
condition is exceptional, having been built in the 1850's.

Although not historically significant, the house is
important as a surviving structure that exists in nearly
original condition. It is a significant addition to
the neighborhood since its well maintained and
beautifully landscaped grounds enhance the surrounding
land and homes.

The house is of extremely high qualify construction
and workmanship as evidenced by its exceptlonal
condltlon after 121 years of ex1stence.

- - N s -

The house once was located on land coverlng hundreds
of acres, a portion of the Lafayette Grant, and what
became known as McDougall's Pasture. When the Tallahassee-
Jacksonville highway was created, the southern portion
of McDougall's Pasture was divided. Thirty-five acres,
approximately, were sold to"the county for a public” school
(Leon County High School). The remaining portion of the
land was sold to private individuals,,and became a
residential neighborhood. The- McDougall ‘s retained
approximately two acres of the original tract which is
the present acreage on which the house is located.
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Florida . 1
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procednres set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State [7] Local [

Name

Title

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
Naticnal Register.

Direcior, Otfice of Archeslogy and Ristoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

.

Keeper of The National Register
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DeBary Hall

South Florida‘Military College
Tarpon Springs Sponge Ethange
014 St. Luke's Hospital

McDougall (Peres) House

Location
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2olk County
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Tallghassea
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Also Notified
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January 22, 1973

Mrs. Emma McDougall
329 North Meridian
Tallahassee, Ilorida

Dear Mrs, McDougall:

It is a pleasure to advise you that the Peres McDougall
House has been offlcially listed on the NHational Register of
Historic Places and to enclose a certificate of formal noti-
fication of the recognition given to this historic site.

We have enclosed a pamphlet entitled, “The Natioamal
Register of Historic Places."

With every good wish and warm regards.

Sincerely,

Robert Willhams
RW:sr

Enclosures (2)



DU VANIOTS A0 RLVES “HLVLS 40 AUVLANDAS oL N <E=c;+ s6% ALV,

f ., ] . :.v_).ﬁ_ uu\u., _L_ L.\a _N..-.\ ....‘..ﬁ.ﬁ.w‘ﬁ T
,..‘ ) ... ] ..\.\ ., : ..\A.. , .._.IISJ. . s K / . h\

A

. od zohuziéa _
mo_m.:z UL 30 &2425_5,5
S HOTANUS MUVI TVNOLLYN
E .zoﬁ.<>5n‘:_._ HUOLSIH NV AD0704Y :u:< ,.5 uo_.ﬁo

,:.:: Sl o .,235,:. :;E:z?

PR

Y




i

PREE RC

i
=]
E
5
2

i
" 28

dedl
&z "‘t&

L%

=gt Et' )

= =3
WELLEWODD < IRvoM
PSmCLRIR

14
R,
WOODEATE
i
- £,
ey
",._ o
=1
s »

.
a GO
ROLLING e
TALANASSEE w00 & S,
o e e WS PR o p aig Bk 2
AL fi Tam L
Fa .oeé %' r amﬁ‘ "‘iw S'E (} oy Y ‘%& L
{ Doy, 5
e / )
#e ) 78, Sap aow 5
Pt | =
X ¢
% » el ™
. pcout ae 453191
Snocbwa® #’3: z [ n
Y AETH F CenTER 5 Gaoco ETTON X)) o
HES i 2= ‘\....E a .Dsg'- d HILI.S; \\16 5 m”“gm
Y PARN ST i 3 %) 1 - e SETTON DAKS
A1 o - : % = INTE rajLariassee
SCHOOLLE| " CETeR pA VILLE i Q ] ] e
- mmﬂmulmsum §7 34
%’% HILLSwa
at T
B o
ém S AV g

5
ﬁ PARK: -

FARK AV VILLAS

- . WINDRUSH [«

WOOD HILL
CHRIST!

A

e
]
=

EDDIE_ RO...

MILLEREEY
[
|3

) Hg;lkm\xl
o8
WITCHELL BROT
&
MEADOWBADDK
. WINTERCREEN
it

%
ﬂ,‘&%&\ .
e 0T

y

il




g 0
S

2oy
; ;{‘5" e 31
ik
Ry
o
& »

AR







&4/
YT L bTE










uoTievasTe 3seMm - HSNOH TIVDNOJOW SHIHd
‘oL 3 _ZO_._.UI;_W:D TMIETA lv:u_mummn_
B ¥ R T O g e
JUSWobeURl] SspJaoooy 'AIOJISTH __mmSH.Loum mo co.nm.?p.no m
LY d3F7Id TAILYDAN w...,._t..
TL/8T/QT rouer=doaivs
! nowcmm _H_ Hmﬂﬂmm L1383 OLOHS -
N T T T e R I w_w.u_mm.o,_.m._e”_}.f,m =
K ; : : - .
{ 2con tALNnOn 3402 ELYLS -
sosseyUrTIel =
ENMOL HO ALID
=
LOTHLSTIAd FEYMASODDIN-NYIAIMHEIW - € HNOZ o
EMIEDZ ONY L32M1g| *
% . NOLLYDOT g ”
DLIMOLSIH 2O ,aNY — '
A0TISTA-TRINIIND U TPOTIOJSTH RASSPURTIRL. 20000 = !
leidozoud vijim os 00 ene - sarnra jpe add w ,
altva HIGWNN AYLNT NM‘Q«UHW‘Q{O&‘.Q vm.\s. my.ﬂQNUﬂ@ w me NH LHL
ATINO 35N SN 803 WHOS He "U22L0Hg ALNTS0Nd
Uo7 SESVY IS DO A0 XD ASIDDY IYNCIAYN
ALNNAGQD
BPTIOTA IDIAVES N Yd TYNOILYN ,
: Sivie HOIMILINI IHL 40 INIWLYYJIQ $TLWLS AR LING N

eI LY PBIR LSr7

e ST N Y

-






UOTIeADTS 3IseM -~ HSNOH 'TIV¥DN0dOW SHIEd

‘oLE .Z_O.PUH_I_Q >>m:> n_n._mumm:u

PR T TUNOLL O dUNEGL Y
4ﬂ\w pnm&wbmcmz mﬁnoomm .>Houmam hmmbﬂgonﬁ mo GOHmabam
g V\\ LY Q314 BAILYOIN
, HP\WH\OH tOLORd S0 2AVC
GOPC.OAH ,H ._”m.nﬂma ILIQEMD OLOHY,
_.,._...; T T T . N - SRR RN L s Togd qu:JT_L mw
| uo I
TELO T A epriota |
3JOD TALNNON 2002 P31 vLls
oosseyRIIRL
INMOL HO ALID
LOTHLSTIA HIMAOSODDIW-NYIAIYIW - &€ dNOZ
MIANNN ONY lilm.rn;
CNOIINDOT Y
(IO LSIH tD.E?i
3
A0TI3STO FRINGTND. RUE _TRAOTIOISTH R2SSRPURTIRL HonRe s
- " . T . ” H JA.:._«/_..J.:
Soorrd 7 11 o riry M
Tiva T T— (ydwafo;oyd Yilm oSOJOUD IO O} YOBRNE - SSLRU? 18 adAj)
ATNQ 35N SdN ¥0d WO He T URCL0HS ALEIALNEL
uoag STAaYTd oo 2 20 NDISIaTY TYNDILYN
ALNAOD - et ¥ Raa ' = PR - m——- [ ott el i L Yo e
M@HHOH_M i SOIATTS ¥ TYNOILYN

aivis | WOINTINI ZHL 40 INIWLNYJIG §321LS QILIND

SHi a3

L

I Lony

0

S




DEPARTMENT OF STATE FLORIDA MASTER SITE FILE

and Fecorde Managemet’ Site Inventory Form FDAHRM 802= =
DS-HSP-3AAA Rev. 378 P 1009 = =
site No, __ 2 <€ (4f

Site Name Brokaw-McDougall House 830= = Survey Date _ /800 820= =

Address of Site: 329 North Meridian Rd., Tallahassee, F1. 905 = =

Instruction for locating_on the east side of North Meridian Rd. between

Miccosukee Rd. and East Tennessee St. 813==

Location: 868 = =

subdivisicn name block no. lot no.
County: Leon ] 808 = =
Owner of Site: Name: ___State of Florida ;
Address:

902 ==

Type of Ownership _State 848= = Recording Date 832==
Recorder: . .

Name & Title: Dougherty, Sherry M. (Historian) .
Address: FDAHRM -
Condition of Site:  Integrity of Site: Original Usef L1Vate ResideTgam= =
_ Gheck One Check One or More Present Use Government 850= =
Excelant 863 = = 1 Altered 858== Dates: BeginninR +1$ 5 6 844= =
[J good 883== [ unaltered 858== Culture/Phase merican 840 = =
O Fair 863= = Original Site psa= = Period __19th century 845= =

[ Deteriorated  863== [ Restored( )(Date: § )858= =
O Moved( ){Date: ¥ )858==
NR Classification Category: Building 916 = =

Threats to Site:

Check One or More

[J Zoningt X ¥ 1878== [ Transportation{ ) N _)878==
O pevelopment (X ¥ )878== Ol ping ¥ _)878==
[ peterioration( X ¥ )878== [ Dredge( X N )878==

[ Borrowing{ X X )878==
[ other (see Remarks Below): : 878= =

Architecture & Govn't/Politics 910= =

Areas of Significance:

Significance: .

The Brokaw-McDougall House is the only extant example of
a "suburban villa' in Tallahassee. The 2-story frame "villa"
with Corinthian columns and cupula exhibits characteristics
of both the Greek Revival and Italianate styles. Originally
located on substantial acreage, the house with a formally
landscaped garden was built on the edge of the estate facing
the established Calhoun St. neighborhood. The Brokaw-
McDougall House is included within the Calhoun Street Historig

District.

The house bears the names of Peres B. Brokaw, an early
settler of Tallahassee who served on the City Council and in
both houses of the Florida Legislature, and that of Alexander
McDougall, son-in-law of Mr. Brokaw. The house now serves as
the office of the Historic Tallahassee Preservation Board.

911‘==




ARCHITECT 872==
BUILDER B74= =
STYLE AND/OR PERIOD _Greek Revival/Italianate 964 = =
PLAN TYPE square; double pile, central hall 966 = =
EXTERIOR FABRIC(S) weatherboard 854= =

wood frame 856 = =

STRUCTURAL SYSTEM(S)

PORCHES W/1l-story gallery with fluted Corinthian columns, 5-bay

942 = =
FOUNDATION: pilers: brick 942 = =
ROOF TYPE: hip 942 = =
SECONDARY ROOF STRUCTURE(S): Cupula 942 = =
CHIMNEY LOCATION: N: end, interior § 5: end, interior 942= =
WINDOW TYPE: 942 = =
CHIMNEY: brick 882 ==
ROOF SURFACING: wood shingles 882= =
ORNAMENT EXTERIOR: wood 882 = =
NO. OF CHIMNEYS 2 952= = _NO.OFSTORIES 2 950 = =
NO. OF DORMERS 954 = =

Map Reference (incl. scale & date) USGS Tallahassee 7.5 min. 1970
808 = =

Latitude and Longitude:
° ' " ° ' " 800: —
Site Size (Approx. Acreage of Property): B33= =
LOGATION SKETCH OR MAP n | | Township | Range | Section
TO1N RO1E S31 812= =
UTM Coordinates:
830= =
Zone Easling Northing

Photographic Records Numbers __ 790322HPS (frames 12, 15) 860= =

Contact Print
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STATE OF FLORIDA Site No. 8Lel181

DEPARTMENT OF STATE Site Name

Division of Archives, Histary
and Records Management

OS-HSP-3E 9-74

CONTINUATION SHEET

ADD 316 1009 BLE181*964*Greek Revival#*

ADD 316 1009 BLE181*85h*clapboard-& flush siding¥¥
ADD 316 1009 SLEL8L¥942¥Roof Type: hipged roof**
ADD 316 1009 S8LE1LS1¥gh2¥Foundation: brick: piers**

ADD 316 1009 SLE181*9ho*Window Type: 6 over 6, floor to ceiling, sash; 2nd
story -- smaller 6 over 6, sash¥*

ADD 316 1009 8LE181%882¥brick#**
ADD 316 1009 8LE181%¥950%No. of Storeys: 2%¥
ADD 316 1009 81Ei81*952%no. of Chimneys: hL*¥
transom,
ADD 316 1009 SLE181*865*Main Entrance: eenter of facade, rect iamm 2 vert
gidelights**
ADD 316 1009 8LE181%865%Window Placement: regular*¥

ADD 316 1009 BLEL81*865*Window Surrounds and Decoration: pilaster on tops &
sides, shutters¥**

ADD 316 1009 8LE181%*865%Porches, Verandas, galleries.and balconies: balstraded
balcony on 2nd floor, across facade¥*
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radstoric Tallahassee
Preservation Board

The Historic Tallahassee Preservation Board was first

appointed in 1970. Besides functioning as a state agency, l. k =
the Board has interpreted its role to be the special B

guardian of Florida’s capital city: in this sense the Board '

serves all the citizens of Florida as well as visitors from

out of state. It operates the Brokaw-McDougall House
as a conference site for the state and other groups whose
activities are complementary to the Board’s purposes.
The Board has its offices in the Brokaw-McDougall

House, but not all of its activities are centered there.
In addition the Board also serves the citizens of

Tallahassee and Leon County as the particular

interpreter of local history. Indeed, it derives a 0 u S e
significant part of its funding from the city and county

government. Its interests are thus both widespread and

local; its resources are available to all citizens.

Historic Tallahassee
Preservation Board
Department of State

Designed by Helen Frisk Buzyna

This public document was promulgated at an annual
cost of $1038.28, or 10 cents per copy to educate
visitors about the Brokaw-McDougall House and
other points of historical interest in the capital city .
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Brokaw-McDougall House

Famlly Peres Bonney Brokaw arrived in

Tallahassee in 1840, unmarried and twenty-six years old.
Like so many other young Americans of that generation,
he was a man on the move. He had come south from New
Jersey—first settling in Alabama and then, undoubtedly
influenced by the unsettled times in the late 30s, pushing
on to Florida. He acquired a partner, went into the livery
stable business, and prospered. He married Cornelia
Tatum in 1850 and six years later began constructing his
house. By this time he had become a substantial member of
the community: he served in city government, the state
legislature, and the Confederate cavalry. Cornelia died
during the Civil War, and Brokaw married her sister,
Elizabeth.

Like many other Southerners of that situation, Brokaw
saw his fortunes diminished by the era. Three years
after his death in 1875, his daughter Phebe married
Alexander McDougall, a recent Scottish immigrant.
Phebe died in 1883 and Alexander married her sister Eliza
in 1884, the property thus passing to the McDougall name.
The surviving son of the second marriage was Peres
Brokaw McDougall who became owner of the property.
This McDougall married Emma Trammel in 1914 and
some years after his death the property was sold to the
State of Florida in 1973.

Architecture The Brokaw-McDougal
House is what one architect called a **superb survival of its
period’’ and style—mid-nineteenth century Classical
Revival. Its importance is magnified by its setting, its
condition, and the fact that it did survive when so many
others did not. The house evidently took about four years
to construct (1856-60) and the work shows that the owner
took as much care with the craftsmanship involved in the
construction as he did with the planning. It measures 52 by
63 feet and there have been only minor changes since it was
built.

Its pleasing proportions on the exterior and the
spaciousness achieved in the interior arrangement give the
house an elegant and distinguished aura. There is a one
story porch running the width of the front with six
Corinthian columns supporting its roof. The center bay
created by the columns contains the main entrance
surrounded by sidelights and a transom; the four outside
bays each contain French doors. The second floor front
duplicates this arrangement e xcept that the French doors
are replaced by windows. The house is crowned by a
cupola.

The interioris dominated by high ceilings and large halls
running the length of both floors. On each side of the hall
are two identical rooms. On the first floor they are
separated by sliding wooden doors; on the second floor the
identical rooms are separated by bathrooms (originally
trunk rooms).




. l I l

329 North Meridian Tallahassee, Florida
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

GI‘ Oou ndS The property was acquired by

Brokaw and his partner in 1850. It is located within the
western boundary of the land given by Congress to
General Lafayette on July 4, 1825, in gratitude for his
services during the War for Independence. The four live
oak trees were planted about 1850, suggesting that the
front of the property was landscaped at approximately the
same time the house was built. Certainly the camellia and
maost other plants in the garden were available in
Tallahassee at that time or shortly thereafter. As well,
there were nurserymen and landscape gardeners in
Tatlahassee before the Civil War who were capable of
such work. Local tradition has it that 2 “"New York
landscape artist™ was responsible for the design. Certainly
this was possible, but there is no documentary evidence to

confirm it. .
Restoration of the garden was a two-year project,

initiated by the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs and
carried out in conjunction with the Historic Tallahassee
Preservation Board, using grant funds from the
Bicentennial Commission of Florida, The garden, as
restored, thus stands as a major Bicentennial project and
in that sense serves as a permanent symbol of the best
ideals of the nation and the participation of local
citizens.

mtnloaaﬁ‘

®  LEB @

Telephone: (904) 488-3901

Archaeological Research

Prior to the restoration of the house and garden, the
Historic Tallahassee Preservation Board, with
Bicentennial funds, sponsored an archaeological survey
of the property. The survey showed that the earliest
evidence of human habiftation on the site related to the
Apalachee Indians during the first Spanish period
{1650-1750). The remains indicate that there may have
been a seitlement on or near the site, but that it was not
one of the Spanish missions.

The other significant artifacts ali were from the
nineteenth and twenticth centuries and relate to the
building and operation of the Brokaw-McDougall House.
The outbuilding to the rear has evidently served several
functions duringits existence and is, in fact, older than the
house itself. The area in back of the house served as a work
area. [1 contained a kitchen, privies, trash pits, a well,
and, under the back porch, a cistern which stored
approximately 2000 galions of water gathered from the
roof of the kouse. All of these except the outbuilding had
been destroyed by the 1930s. Their significance lies in the
information that they provide about the operation of the
house and social conditions in the area in the nineteenth

century.




&er Historic Sites .
Open to the Public

State Capitol*
Open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to § p.m.
{Tour Guide)
Saturday and Sunday, ¢ a.m. to 5 p.m. (Tour
Guide)
Address: South Monroe and Apalachee Parkway
Maclay Gardens
Park open 7 days a week, 8§ a.m. to Sundown
Gardens and Maclay House Museum open only from
January i to April 31. Admission charge.
Hours: DST 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
EST 9%9a.m. to 5 p.m.
Address: 3540 Thomasville Road
LeMoyne Art Gallery
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sunday, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.; closed on Monday.
Address: {25 North Gadsden Street
Columns* {Chamber of Commerce)
Open Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Address: 100 North Duval Street
Murat House*
Open Saturday and Sunday, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Address: 3945 Museum Drive

. i ' .

Tallahassee Junior Museum
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5§ p.m.,
Sunday 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., closed on Monday.
Admission charge.
Address: 3945 Museum Drive
David S. Walker Library
Open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to
1Zp.m., 2p.m.to4dp.m.
Address: 209 East Park Avenue
Historic Churches in Leon County
First Presbyterian Church*—c. 1838
St. John's Church (Episcopal}—c. 1881
Pisgah Church*—c. 1859
St. Clement’s Chapel—1895
Indian Springs Baptist Church—c. 1854
East Hill Baptist Church Chapel—c. 1830
(Formerly the Cabeil-Ellis House residence
on College Avenue)

*Listed on the National Register of Historic Places
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The house may be viewed from 8 a.m. to 5p.m., weekdays

_
|'models new colors
culled from its past

= T _‘_I..‘ X

1 7| By Dolvanya M. Mosby
writer 7

Democrat stalf

The historic Brokaw-

McDougall House has given .

the New South an old look.

The house — which stands
as a reminder of elegant, Old
South architecture at 329 N.
Meridian St. — has been re-
painted in late Victorian colors
of Tuscan yellow, olive gray
and brown. :

- Tuscan yellow is a moderate
orange-yellow color representa-
tive of the 1880s.

“We wanted to offer Talla-
hassee a taste of history,” said
Kevin McGorty, director of the
Historic Tallahassee Preserva-
tion Board.

The renovation process be-

istoric house

gan in August 1987 and ‘was
completed four months later in
December. g
The process was lengthy be-
cause the Victorian colors used
in 1884 had to be duplicated by

“using paint samples removed

from the building.

According to Phillip Wisely,
preservation architect of the
-Bureau of Historic Preserva-
tion, the paint samples were an-
alyzed using the same process
used in renovating the old
Union Bank and the Old
Capitol.

“We took minute samples of
the house and after looking at
them under a microscope, we
coordinated colors to arrive at

Please see HOUSE, 2C
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a pallet for that particular time
period,” said Wisely.

© Wisely said the pallet was
matched with the Munsell System
of Color Notation, a standard of
determining paint color, to derive
at colors that could be used by a
paint manufacturer.

In addition, equal attention
was given to removing the paint
from the house.

“The key to a good paint job is
preparing the service to be paint.
ed,” said Wisely. "Through sand-
ing, hand scraping and chemica!l
stripping of the carved woodwork
on the front-porch column capi-
tals, we needed to get the surface
down to the nearest firm layer of
paint.”

Now the headquarters of the
" Historic Tallahassee Preservation
Board, the. Brokaw-McDougall
house was built between 1856 and
1860 by Peres Brokaw. Since then,
it has only been painted two other
times.

According te house curator

Larry Paarlberg, the project —
funded by the state -— was done
because the old paint was flaking. .

"The peint had reached the end
of the line,” he said, "This should
help preserve the house for & long
period of time.”

Paarlberg said that the interior
of the house wasn't painted during
this project, but would be complet-
ed later.

Originally, the house was
painted white with green shutter
before the color was changed to a
subdued gray.

McGorty said that Alexander
McDougall and his wife, Elize Bro-
kaw, continued the fashion of the
bold Victorian scheme of the 1880s
by painting the house in brilliant
colors, Eliza Brokaw was Peres
Brokaw's daughter.

“The 1880s was a time of pros-
perity as Tallahassee recovered
from the effects of the Civil War

and the economic depressi :
the 1870s," said McGorty.
Today, the Brokaw McDSugall

House offers residents a glance
into Tallahassee’s .elegant past
during the period of the Old South
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